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Graffiti is everywhere but it has the 
most polarising effect all over the 
world 



 
In the spring of 2008, the Tate Modern opened 
the world’s first major public museum display of 
graffiti and street art, inviting six international 
artists to decorate its facade with enormous, 
eye-catching murals. 
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Watch the video  
 

https://www.tate.org.uk/whats-on/tate-
modern/exhibition/street-art    

 

https://www.tate.org.uk/whats-on/tate-modern/exhibition/street-art
https://www.tate.org.uk/whats-on/tate-modern/exhibition/street-art


At the same time, London’s well-known DPM 
crew were tried for an estimated £1m in graffiti-
related damages 
 
They were sentenced to a total of 11 years in 
prison – the biggest prosecution for graffiti that 
the UK has ever seen. 



Why has graffiti created so much 
controversy? 

Graffiti in Bogotá, Colombia, where it has been decriminalised. Photograph: Eitan 
Abramovich/AFP/Getty Images 



Does graffiti destroy areas? 



Or does it elevate them esthetically? 

Moscow 



Does graffiti carry a message? 



Is it a social comment? 

Banksy 



Can it initiate a political dialogue? 

Lisbon, Portugal. Anonymous. 



Is it public art that is part of the real 
world? 

Public phone box. Photo credits @Nikos Sekeris 



Or is it something of a lesser esthetic 
value? Just tagging? 



Some say graffiti is only polluting walls 



Yet, graffiti neighborhoods have turned 
into tourist attractions 

Melbourne neighborhood 



And City Councils designate “legal 
spots” for artists to paint 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Southbank tunnel (London) 



 
 

Are these facts enough for a controversy? 
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